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June 2023 
Six local initiatives awarded funding from Art-Invest Real Estate and Decathlon’s £200,000 joint Health & Wellbeing Fund
Art-Invest Real Estate (Art-Invest), in partnership with Decathlon UK, announces that is has selected six organisations and initiatives based in Canada Water and Rotherhithe to support through its joint Health & Wellbeing Community Fund. 
The Fund, which is now in its second year, will see Art-Invest Real Estate, the developers of Canada Water Dockside, and Decathlon UK invest equally into the £200,000 Fund over the next five years. It is dedicated to supporting local community organisations that are having a positive impact on the local area by providing sports activities and wellbeing initiatives.
This year, the Fund welcomed a significant increase in the number of applicants. Notably, the Fund received numerous applications with the majority of initiatives looking for funding to support and encourage participation of women and girls in sports. The winners include a range of organisations offering free activities and sports programmes across rowing, tennis, cricket and boxing. The successful applicants that have been awarded funding include:
· Millwall Community Trust: to provide weekly football sessions for the community, with a specific focus on girls-only sessions to encourage girls’ participation in football.  
· Southwark Park Cricket: to provide weekly cricket sessions to encourage women and girls to play cricket with qualified female coaches, a development plan and access to equipment. 
· London Youth Rowing Club: to continue its Active Row London Programme in Southwark and encourage young people from under-represented groups to take part in rowing. 
· Roosters Boxing Club: to provide weekly boxing training for children and women in Rotherhithe. 
· Southwark Park Association 1869: the Fund will continue to support the Youth Tennis Club in its second year providing weekly tennis coaching sessions and access to equipment to 7-13 year olds. 
· The Dockland Settlements: the Fund will also contribute £10,000 to create a 5-a-side astroturf pitch at their community centre in Rotherhithe.   
A report by Women in Sport (2019) revealed 67% of girls participate less in sport due to lack of opportunities or encouragement, despite having the desire to take part. Locally in Southwark, around 40.2% of males participate in sport for at least half an hour each week, compared to 28.8% of females (Active Southwark – Sport and Physical Activity Strategy 2019 to 2023). The programmes facilitated by several of this year’s organisations will contribute to helping remove some of these barriers to women and girls participating in sporting activities and promote healthier lifestyles for all.
All the programmes supported by the Fund will be free of charge. 
More information on The Fund and how to get involved in the programmes can be found on the website: www.canadawaterdockside.co.uk/community or contact the Canada Water Dockside project team via email at contact@canadawaterdockside.co.uk or phone at 020 3900 3676.

Delphine Mazillier, Decathlon UK Corporate Social Responsibility Leader, said: 
“Decathlon’s mission is to move people through the wonders of sport. For decades we have worked hard to make sport more accessible to all, and doing so in local communities has always been a priority. I am so proud to be entering into our second year of working with Art-Invest to support six wonderful charities in and around Southwark. I can’t wait to see the impact that this funding will have, as we endeavour to bring sport into the lives of a number of underrepresented groups.”
Luka Vukotic, Partner, Art-Invest Real Estate, added: 
“Our joint Health & Wellbeing Fund is quickly establishing itself as a valuable source of local funding and we have been really pleased to see so many local groups and  community organisations dedicated to  encouraging active lifestyles and providing free access to sports.  There was a clear demand this year for help in engaging women and girls in physical activity, and we hope with the range of programmes we are supporting this year that we can offer positive momentum in encouraging better female participation in the local area.  Supporting  the creation of local connections and a thriving community is all part of our commitment to the local area as we bring forward Canada Water Dockside, a new hub in London to work, socialise and visit.”
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 About Art-Invest Real Estate
Art-Invest Real Estate is an experienced investor, developer and asset manager operating across key gateway cities in Germany, Austria and the United Kingdom. 
Established in 2010 and headquartered in Cologne the business operates as a private partnership with the Zech Group and the managing partners as shareholders. The group invests and manages on behalf of its proprietary capital, regulated institutional funds and select separate accounts and actively pursues a "manage to core" investment strategy across the risk spectrum. 
Sector focus is principally the office, retail, hotel, residential and data centres. Since 2012, the company has been licensed to operate as a regulated fund manager in accordance with German investment law (KAGB). During this period Art-Invest Real Estate Funds has successfully launched more than fifteen regulated funds for a variety of institutional investors. The group has more than EUR 7 bn AuM with more than EUR 2bn invested equity for a range of institutional investors as long-term partners.

About Decathlon
Decathlon was founded in 1976 in Lille, France, with a mission to make sport accessible for the many. 

Decathlon UK opened its first store in Surrey Quays, London, in 1999 and has since developed into a successful UK sports’ retailer operating from over 47 stores nation-wide, online and through the Decathlon mobile app, giving its many customers a range of convenient ways to shop for their sporting needs.

A family-owned company built on a love of sports and a passion for embracing the outdoors, Decathlon is a one-stop-shop for sports and outdoor pursuits alike. Catering for over 70 sporting disciplines, Decathlon has it covered.

Top quality sports equipment, clothing and accessories with unbeatable value comes as standard at Decathlon, matched with expert staff on-hand in each store to share their passion for active lifestyles and trusted expertise.
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